
INDIAN CHAMBER OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

www.icfa.org.in



Vision

Mission

To act as a national resource center, think tank, and global platform for facilitating 

partnerships, driving policy advocacy, and fostering entrepreneurship in the food and 

agriculture sectors. ICFA aims to empower farmers, enhance the agricultural value chain, and 

contribute to the economic ecosystem by creating opportunities for trade, technology 

adoption, and sustainable agricultural development.

To unlock the vast potential of India's food and agriculture sector through effective policies, 

innovations and strategic trade partnerships, thereby contributing to global food and nutrition 

security and agriculture sustainability.



With increasing globalization, there are newer challenges emerging 

that need to be pro-actively addressed for India's food and agriculture 

sector to grow, engage, and compete globally and contribute towards 

global food and nutritional security. The Indian Chamber of Food and 

Agriculture is the apex policy think tank, trade facilitation body, and 

national resource center for the food and agriculture sector in India, serving as a global platform for 

partnerships. ICFA, through its outreach policy, business agenda, and global partnerships, is creating 

opportunities for growth, value addition, and trade to help improve the income of farmers. Through 

its various bodies and partnerships, ICFA seeks to represent the interests of all the stakeholders at the 

national level on the one hand and position India's food and agriculture sector globally on the other 

hand.

Besides trade and industry, ICFA focuses equally on farmers and agri-entrepreneurs, helping them 

connect with market opportunities while addressing their policy, technology, trade, marketing and 

financing related needs. One of the major issues facing the Indian food and agriculture sector is the 

issue of food safety, sustainability, and certification of GAP and quality standards of food, which 

impact Indian exports and consumer safety. ICFA has launched the Healthy Food Initiative, the Food 

and Nutrition Forum, and the Agriculture Sustainability Council to drive stewardship development. 

ICFA is also promoting investments, entrepreneurship, technologies, and farm services by forging 

partnerships with relevant institutions, and facilitating farmer producer organizations, and agri 

start-ups to accelerate growth and scale up, to help empower farmers.

As we witness the remarkable growth of agriculture worldwide, we are committed to expanding 

knowledge-sharing sessions and events in collaboration with governments and leading 

organizations across key countries. Our aim is to build stronger networks, particularly the ICFA 

District Agriculture Councils, and unlock further development potential in India's agricultural sector. 

The new leadership at ICFA is designed to cultivate productive partnerships with top stakeholders in 

agriculture across prominent nations. India stands to benefit significantly as we align our vision and 

goals in the months and years to come.

Sh. Suresh Prabhu

Chairman, ICFA

Former Union Cabinet Minister 

From the Desk of the Chairman



“Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, because it will in the end contribute 

most to real wealth, good morals and happiness," Thomas Jefferson, 

the third President of the USA had instructed about 200 years ago.

The story of the growth of Indian agriculture is no less than a fairy tale. 

Not too long ago we were derided as an agriculture “Basket Case”, 

characterized by perpetual shortages and chronic distress in the agriculture sector. Who in our 

generation can forget PL-480? A wheat imported under this law from the USA which was “fit enough 

only for the pigs to eat”, and this too would be in short supply. And now we have reason to thump our 

chests having emerged as the “Breadbasket” of the world.

The Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture (ICFA) has emerged as an apex organization supporting 

these efforts by playing the role of a bridge between diverse stakeholders, including the central and 

state governments. Guided by a board comprising eminent professionals and practitioners, and 

operated by a team of committed executives, the ICFA is the most prominent think-tank, knowledge 

repository and policy advocacy institution in the agriculture sector of the country. It enjoys the 

reputation of being the most credible voice of agriculture seeking to protect the interests of each and 

every stakeholder.

We seek to strengthen our role as a think tank, national resource center, and global platform for 

fostering strong partnerships among the varied stakeholder groups in the food and agriculture 

sectors creating opportunities for trade, technologies, investments, and entrepreneurship in 

agriculture and the food value chain.

We shall continue to demonstrate, through our programs and activities, unwavering commitment to 

our stated vision: “Unleashing the potential of India's food and agriculture sector through policies, 

trade, and partnerships towards empowering farmers and achieving global food and nutrition 

security and environmental sustainability.”

Dr. Tarun Shridhar, IAS Retd

Former Secretary, 

Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, 

Government of India

From the Desk of the Director General



1. Serving as the think tank, policy research center, and advocacy body for the food and agriculture 

sector, ensuring that the diverse interests of farmers, agri-professionals, industry, and research 

bodies are effectively represented at national and global levels.

2. Facilitating international trade, technological exchange, and investment in the food and agriculture 

sectors by promoting collaborations with governments, development bodies, and industry players. 

3. Promoting sustainable farming systems, food safety and stewardship programs to guide 

stakeholders toward eco-agriculture solutions and ensuring sustainable growth for agro trade and 

agribusinesses.

4. Organizing subject specific discussions, conferences and business meets that are designed to 

generate policy inputs, encourage innovation, foster cooperation, and drive changes in the evolving 

food and agriculture sector.

5. Connecting farmers to critical market linkages, farm services, and technologies through ICFA's 

national platforms and partnerships. ICFA also fosters innovation through agritech startups and 

sustainable farming practices

Objectives : 

Constitution :

Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture (ICFA) was established in the year 2015 under section 8, as Not-for-

Profit-Organization,with the primary objective of representing the diverse interests of the agriculture and 

food sectors. It serves as a platform for policy advocacy, knowledge sharing, and facilitating trade and 

technological partnerships. ICFA works to address the dynamic needs of the farming community, industry 

stakeholders, and global partners, ensuring sustainable growth, economic viability, and enhanced 

collaboration for all involved.

Background Note

Agriculture remains a cornerstone for rural prosperity, economic growth, and social transformation, 

particularly in developing regions like India, Africa, and parts of Asia. In India, approximately 45%-50% of the 

population relies directly on agriculture for its livelihood. The agricultural sector, however, is undergoing 

transformative shifts, grappling with challenges related to global trade dynamics, food security, climate 

change, and market access.

Since its inception nearly a decade ago, ICFA has positioned itself as a thought leader and catalyst for change 

in Indian agriculture. The Chamber represents a wide array of stakeholders and works to ensure a unified 

approach to address critical policy issues, promote sustainable agricultural practices, and facilitate 

international trade. ICFA's role is central in bridging the divide among farmers, policymakers, industry, 

institutions and global markets, fostering collaborative efforts to shape the future of food and agriculture.



WORK AREAS :

Policy Advocacy and Advisory Research National Knowledge Resource Centre

Trade Facilitation and Global Market Access Global Platform for Dialogue & Partnerships

Technology and Agri Startups Facilitation
Farmer Market Linkages & Agribusiness 

Services
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Partner Institutions

About Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture

The Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture (ICFA) is the apex body in India dedicated to advancing 

business, policy, and developmental agendas within the food and agriculture sectors. Serving as a global 

platform, ICFA plays pivotal role in agro trade facilitation, policy advocacy, technology and agribusiness 

services. ICFA's proactive approach helps identify and address critical challenges facing Indian agriculture 

while opening new avenues for national and global partnerships, agro-ventures, investment and 

international trade. By actively engaging with its various Industry Working Groups and Sector-specific 

Councils, ICFA amplifies the voice of key stakeholders, including farmers, trade and industry, both at the 

national and global levels.

ICFA is a leader in driving digital technologies, food and nutrition security, and agriculture sustainability. 

These efforts have garnered global recognition and strategic partnerships with esteemed organizations 

such as ICAR, APEDA, WTC, University of California, and many other international entities. 

In less than a decade since its inception, ICFA has signed MoUs with over four dozen national and 

international organizations, reinforcing its position as a knowledge-driven platform, working in 

partnerships for sustainable growth in the agriculture sector. ICFA is committed to cultivating a thriving 

ecosystem for entrepreneurship, which holds immense potential for economic growth, sustainable 

development, and global food and nutrition security.
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